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THE ROLL OF GREAT MONARCHS. 


HISTORY ADDS ANOTHER NAME. 


VOL, CXX, 
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THE QUEEN. 


” ERE, in an early number of his life's work, Mr. Punch, 
by the hand of one of his Young Men, first presents 
his QuEEN to her faithful people. Apart from this incident 


the occasion is historic. At the date HER MAJsesty had been 


. 
married just eighteen months. A political crisis, followed 


by a General Election, deprived her of the counsel and com- 
panionship of her friend and first Minister of State, Lord 
MELBOURNE. Sir RoBeRT PEEL was inevitable, and was re- 
luctantly sent for. 

**The position of affairs and the attitude of parties is accu- 
rately shown by the artist. The QUEEN is seated at her 
desk, over which is shown a bust of the lamented MELBOURNE. 
With face averted from the intruder, HER MAJESTY relue- 
tantly opens his letter of introduction, which comes in the 
form of a mandate from the electorate, giving the Tories 
(at this epoch there were no Conservatives) an overwhelming 


majority.”’ 
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THE LETTER OF INTRODUCTION. 
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 
FEBRUARY 4, 1845. 

“THE opening of Parliament, by our young QUEEN in person ! 
A theme which Punch’s loyal Muse failed not to turn a verse on! 
The fair young QUEEN of February, Eighteen-forty-five, 
In Eighteen-ninety-seven, Heaven be thanked ! is yet alive ; 
Though half a century hath fled, and forms hath passed away 
Of many great ones who beheld that Royal Opening Day, 
The handsome, glad young Consort with plumed hat and princely port, 
The venerable Iron Duke, pride of the young QUEEN’s Court, 
LYNDHURST, the stately Chancellor, suave GRANVILLE, stern BUCCLEUCH, 


Grave ABERDEEN, proud STANLEY, NAPIER, ELLENBOROUGH, too, 








All cluster round the swect girl QUEEN who holds in fingers taper 
A memorable Royal Speech, that wondrous ‘ Scrap of Paper,’ 
Whilst down below, in a wild rush the ‘ loyal Commons’ troop, 
Headed by Mr. SPEAKER. PEEL and RUSSELL lead the group. 
GRAHAM and GOULBURN follow ; there is BROUGHAM’s colossal beak ; 
O'CONNELL, with ‘ Repeal,’ intent Ould Oireland’s wrath to wreak 
Upon the haughty Saxon, whilst behind him swift ‘ BEN Dizzy,’ 
Intent on ‘ smashing everyone,’ is making very busy. 

Then that ‘ Cheap Bread Petition!’ Ah! what changes it portends 
Of PEEL’s fast coming policy doomed to sunder closest friends! 
Alas! Or friends or foes these hosts are now all passed away, 

The QUEEN and Punch alone survive to greet this Jubilee Day ; 
VICTORIA to see a sight no Sovereign yet hath seen, 


And Pinch to ponder memories, and to shout ‘ God save the QUEEN!’ ”’ 


“ Punchy’ Vol. 112, p. 298. 
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THE QUEEN, PRINCE CONSORT, LORD JOHN RUSSELL, AND SIR ROBERT PEEL. (846. ° 


“On June 27, 1846, Sir Ronert Perr went down to Windsor to place his resignation in the hands of Her Majesty. Three days later Lord Jonn 
Russet had an audience, and received commands to form his first ministry. Lrrcn has taken the artist’s liberty of making the occasions simultaneous. 
We see Pret leaving by the door in sullen anger, whilst little Jonnniz Russew. enters, prim, buttoned and confident.” 
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LANDING OF QUEEN VICTORIA IN IRELAND, 1849. 
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““DOTH NOT A MEETING LIKE THIS MAKE AMENDS?” IRELAND, (86i. 


Pa 
“On August 21, 1861, the Queen steamed into Kingston on her third, and, as it turned out, her last visit to Ireland ‘made in company with her husband. 
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So wrote to the Times an enthusiastic eye-witness. 


pathetic interest. 
into Dublin.” 








It was a 
od within the 


If a million were congregate 


Wy 


uf 


) 


[January 30, 1901. 


Mar 
( 


“X 


“= 


> 
\ 
opened the Great Exhibition. 


Sy 
A Q “f 


? 
Ay 


=) 


Le 
P 

‘ 
‘ 


fy 
At least ha 


185i. 


rince Albert, the Prince of Wales, and the Princess Roya 
never before had London been so full. 


THE FIRST OF MAY, 
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THROWING THE OLD SHOE. 1854. 


Her Majesty and the Royal children cheering the Guards on their departure for the Crimea. 
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““O GOD OF BATTLES! STEEL MY SOLDIER’S HEARTS 
pe 
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‘* What England suffered in those days of sus 


fatherless at Delhi, Lucknow, and Cawnpore. 
besieged. Asa matter of fact, the Queen’s prayer had already been answered. Delhi had been captured by ‘steel-hearted British soldiers,’ and ‘the God of Battles’ 
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THE ACCESSION OF THE QUEEN OF INDIA. 1858. 


the rule of the territories of India from John Company to Queen Victoria. Addressing Her Majesty, Punch said— 
“** To thee is given another land, } ‘To India now at last appears 
Another title of renown, Hope that before she ne’er had seen. 
Another sceptre in thy hand, She smiles upon thee through her tears, 
And on thy head another crown. And looks for aid to England’s Queen.’ 





to her Sovereign Lady.” 
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“ Tn the Session of 1858 there passed through both Houses of Parliament an Act for the Better Government of India. Its simple object was to transfer 


“How splendidly this appeal has been responded to is shown by the state of India to-day as compared with her condition when she knelt to do homage 
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The Queen proclaimed Empress of India at Delhi, January 1, 1877. 
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The Queen. 


Born May 24, 1819. Diep JANUARY 22, 1901. 


THE tears we disallow to lesser ill 
Here is no shame for English eyes to shed, 
Because the noblest heart of all is still— 
Because the QUEEN lies dead. 


Grief asks for words, yet silent grief were well ; 
Vain is desire, as passionate prayer was vain ; 
Not all our love can bring, by any spell, 


Breath to those lips again. 


Ah! had but Death foregone his royal claim, 
Demanding ransom, life for life the price, 
How loyalty had leaped to kiss the flame 


Of such a sacrifice ! 


God knows, in many a need this thing has been— 
Light hearts for her have dared the desolate grave ; 
From other hurt their blood has saved the QUEEN, 
From Death it could not save. 


And of the dregs to drink from sorrow’s cup 
This is most bitter, that with life’s release 
She might not leave her children folded up 


3etween the wings of Peace. 


Yet, for a solace in that darkest hour, 
When even Kings have found themselves alone, 
Over a people's love she kept her power 
Firm as her fathers’ throne. 


So by the gate where is no first nor last ‘ 
And lords of earth must lay their splendour down, 
Thither, where Love is Sovereign, she has passed 


To win his queenlier crown. 


Thence, by her guardian spirit, heavenly-wise, 
Still shall her realm of old be girded round, 
And common loss yet closer knit the ties 


That common love has bound. 


Yea, too, since Nature owns no bar of race, 
She, being dead, may speak through alien lands, 
Changing suspicion, by remembered grace, 


To trust that understands. 


O great of heart ! in whom the world has known 
Wisdom with woman’s sweetness reconciled ; 
Who held her Kingdom's honour, as her own, 
Still fair and undefiled ! 


Best shall they keep that stainless memory bright 
Who count their heritage a holy debt, 
Who walk with fearless soul the way of light 


In which her feet were set. 


And in that faith, ere yet our tears are dry, 
Or poignant grief has spent its sudden sting, 
To Him she serves we lift our bearts and ery, 
**God save her son, the King! ”’ 
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“THE QUEEN! THE QUEEN!” 


- | on the last time in her long reign the QUEEN opened Parlia- 

ment in person in the Session of 1886. It was a final mark 
of favour to the heritors of Mr. DISRAELI’s power, and was the 
more marked by reason of the absolute hopelessness of the 
situation. ‘‘ The Stop-Gap Government,’’ as Mr. CHAMBERLAIN 
wittily called it when, in June, 1885, an unexpected concatena- 
tion of circumstances called it into being, was heavily routed 
at the General Election that took. place in the following 
December. Mr. GLADSTONE, after a brief exile, came back to 
power stronger than ever. 

**Unlike Mr. DISRAELI in 1880, Lord SALISBURY resolved to 
meet Parliament, facing it from the’Ministerial Bench. To this 
gallant but hopeless effort the QUEEN lent the encouragement of 
her rare presence. It was unavailing against the inevitable. 
On January 21 the QUEEN opened Parliament in person, her 


speech being drafted in Lord SALISBURY’s Cabinet.”’ 
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THE TWO JUBILEES, (888. 


Her Majesty and Pope Leo XIII. exchanged courtesies. The Jubilee of the Queen’s Reign coincided with the Episcopal Jubilee of His Holiness. 
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“BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS.” i896. 


“The visit of the Czar to the Queen in the autumn of 1896 was persistently declared to be of a private character. It was felt chat the issues of peace 
or war rested with the young Czar. It was rumoured that he was personally inclined to associate himself with England in delivering the Armenians from 
the thraldom of the Turk, and averting war by a solid settlement of that difficulty. If only in quiet council taken at Balmoral the Czar eould be brought 
cordially to co-operate with England in this hour of difficulty, all would be well for Armenia and for Europe.”’ 
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““GOOD-BYE, GRANDMAMMA!”’ 1891. 


“ With yonder bark I'll gladly brave ** Welcome, ye billows, tumbling brisk 
The seas about your isle. Beneath a cloud-swept sky ! 
Thanks, Grand’ ma, for that kerchief wave, Give your white kerchief one more whisk, 
And that right royal smile ! Dear Grandmamma—Good-bye}”’ 


** Punch,” July 18, 1891. 
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APPRECIATION. 
Our King (to Kaiser Wilhelm). ‘GoD BLESS you, SiR! 


ENGLAND WILL NEVER FORGET YOUR GENUINE SYMPATHY |!” 
[On hearing of the Queen’s illness, the German Emperor, Her Majesty’s eldest grandson, putting aside all engagements hastened at once to Osborne. ] 
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ESSENCE OF 
EXTRACTED FROM THE 


House of Commons, Wednesday, January 22nd.— THE last 


time the QUEEN, seated on the Throne in the House of Lords, | 


The 


opened Parliament in person, was in January, 1886. 


cireumstances of the political hour were as strange as the 
QUEEN'S visits to Westminster were rare. Lord SALISBURY was | 
still Prime Minister, albeit at the general election just con- 
cluded had 


feeling of loyalty to an old friend in time of trouble that 


he been hopelessly routed. Possibly it was a 


prompted Her MaAJsesty to go out of her ordinary way to 
fall 
week of the ceremony, Mr. JESSE COLLINGS moved the 


herself with Ministers whose inevitable. 


associate 


Within a 


was 


historic amendment to the Address asserting the principle of 
endowing the agricultural labourer with three acres and 


defeated 


a 


cow. On a division the Government were by a 
majority of 79, and forthwith resigned. 

By odd eoincidence, the precedent appearance of the QUEEN 
on the Parliamentary scene presaged ministerial defeat. In 
1880 the glamour that had through some years steadily shone 
over Lord BEACONSFIELD’s Government was fading. The sands 
of the life of the Parliament that in 1874, for the first time in his 
career, placed him in power as well as office, were running 
The Bnly 


The QUEEN came down 


out. The shadow of Dissolution hung over all. 
question was at what hour it would fall. 
to give her favourite Minister a good send-off on the perilous, as 
it turned out the fatal, leap awaiting him. 

In of 


HER 


1876, the third Session Parliament, 
it ~=West- 


It was a stately scene, from which the sun pettishly 


the Disraclian 


MAJESTY, after long absence, reappeared ; 
minster. 

withdrew. One remembers, over the wilderness of a quarter of 
a century, the semi-darkness that filled the Chamber, crowded 
with Peers and Peeresses awaiting the coming of the QUEEN. 
At a signal from the LorD CHANCELLOR a flood of light from the 
A chatter 


of conversation abruptly filling the Chamber testified to the 


gaseliers in the roof suddenly burst on the scene. 


revulsion of ‘spirits consequent on deliverance from the de- 
pressing influence of the fog. 


This seene DISRAELI witnessed from the Bar of the House, 


where he stood breathless after the mad rush of the Com- 


mons to get front places in the Heuse of Lords. The ordered | 
walk 


majesty, led by Black Rod, escorted by the Sergeant-at-Arms. 


programme was that the SPEAKER should in solemn 


Schind him, at respectful distance, would pace the Leader 
of the House and the Leader of the Opposition. Then come 
Ministers, ex-Ministers, and Privy Councillors, whilst sedately 
the That 


was all very well; looks nice when written down on paper. 


marched in rear the host of private Members. 


But, alack! before Black Rod had safely conducted the 


PARLIAMENT. 


Diary OF ToBy, M.P. 


SPEAKER within the corridor leading to the Lords’ Lobby, the 
mass of Members, spreading out in the Octagon Hall, finding 
their progress baffled by the narrower limits of the corridor, 
began to press forward. The SPEAKER was hustled into the 
presence of ‘his sovereign, safe in possession of wig and gown, 
But the feeble body of the PREMIER was sorely tried. It was 
said at the time he had been overthrown. That was the usual 
exaggeration. He was certainly a good deal knocked about. 
The QUEEN opening Parliament again in the following Ses- 
recurrence 
When, on the 8th of February, 1877, the QUEEN 


took her seat on the Throne, the PREMIER entered the House 


sion, DISRAELI took effective means of preventing 


of accident. 


by the less tumultuous approach of the doorway behind the 
Throne. Nay, he accompanied his SOVEREIGN robed in crimson 
and ermine, bearing aloft a sword in scabbard richly dight. 
Still BENJAMIN, he was DISRAELI no more, but Earl of BEACONs- 
FIELD, carrying the Sword of State before the QUEEN, whom he 
had of late made EMPRESS OF INDIA. 

In 1886 the QUEEN came to Westminster once more in the 
circumstances described. Then fell silence, and now night. 

Although in recent times the QUEEN’sS direct touch with 
Parliament was limited to these four visits, her interest in 
its proceedings was exceedingly keen. It is an old story how 
every night the LEADER OF THE HOUSE 


letter the 


or COMMONS wrote a 


summarising course of proceeding at a current 


sitting. In view of the variety in Pictures in Parliament pre- 
sented by the morning papers, supplementing the lengthened 
report of the speeches, that seemed a superfluity. The custom 
was in vogue when the QUEEN came to the Throne, and she 
clung to it to the end. It dates back to the time of GEORGE 
IlI., when newspapers were scarce and the reporting of Parlia- 
mentary Debates was hampered by hopeless restrictions. 

LorD NortH, First Lord of the Treasury from 1770 to 1782, 
wrote ‘* Essence of Parliament ’’ long before it was distilled in 
the pages of Punch. 

In the course of her long reign, the QUEEN saw Parliamentary 
procedure revolutionised. Through more than sixty years she 


gave her royal assent to a series of Bills which raised the 


condition of her people to the highest plane of prosperity and 


domestic comfort known among nations. Her counsel has 
strengthened the heart, to a certain extent guided the pur- 
pose, of a long succession of Ministers. Never once, except 
in the so-called Bedchamber Plot, which happened while she 
was yet a girl, did she assume an attitude approaching conflict 
with political feeling in Parliament. In the House of Commons 
the reverence felt for her was testified at the merest mention 


of her name. From time to time the Lords and Commons have 
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““THE WATER BABIES AND THE ROYAL GODMOTHER.” {89}. 


“On February 26, 1891, Portsmouth Dockyard was in festive array. Two new ships, bolde 


r than anything yet numbered in the fleet, had been 


completed. One was the largest battleship up to date built in Great Britain. The Queen consented to honour the occasion by launching and namitig the 


vessels. Accompanied by the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Edinburgh, and the Duke of Connar 
ships, naming one the Royal Arthur, the other the Royal Sovereign.” 


ight, Her Majesty successfully launched the metmmoth 
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joined in congratulation on some happy event in the family 
circle, or in tribute of sorrow and sympathy, blows for too 
frequently smote one of the gentlest, most faithful, hearts that 
ever beat in the breast of woman. There has been no mistaking 
the genuineness of the emotion then evoked. 

Members of the last House of Commons, many of whom sit in 
that which to-day mourns the death of the QUEEN, do not forget 
the characteristic circumstances which last brought them into 
her presence. They had gone in a body to Buckingham Palace, 
to present their congratulations on the sixtieth anniversary of 
her accession to the Throne. There was blundering on the 
part of officious personages, with result that only a dozen or 
a score of members reached the room where the QUEEN awaited 
their coming. Her MaAgesty, hearing “of the disappointment 
thus occasioned, regardless of the burden of her years, of the 
exceptional work pressed upon her by the Jubilee ceremonies, 
arranged a special Garden Party at Windsor, where she was 
at home to her faithful Commons. 

That is the last glimpse of her that dwells :in the memory 


of the majority. It was appropriately homely in its kindness— 


the aged QUEEN, all on a summer afternoon, greeting her | 


guests in her own home-garden, endeared to her by the varied 


memories of sixty years. 
* 


* * * 


the QUEEN died. 


& 
»» 


-—) 


Last night, Tuesday, January 


* * * * 

To-day, Wednesday, January 23, the King lives. 

Parliament hastily summoned to take the oath of allegiance 
to the new Sovereign. Considering abruptness of summons the 
muster large, especially in the Commons. Many come on from 
St. James's Palace, where they saw the King subscribe the 
oath enacted at the Union. 

Members not yet Privy Councillors cluster in the Lobby and 
wonder by what title they shall hail their King. At Westminster 
no one as yet knows, The form of oath is written out ready, all 
but the title of his Majesty. Under which King, ALBERT or 
EDWARD ? BENZONIA GIBBONS, Clerk of the Public Bill Office, 
who has the matter in charge, could not speak if for his silence 
he had to die. 

The news finally flashes forth in manner the more impressive 


because undesigned. Four o'clock having struck and the 


Speaker taken the chair, he rises and says: ‘‘ It now becomes | 


our duty to take the oath of allegiance to His Majsesty Kino 
EDWARD THE SEVENTH. 


A murmur of approval ran round the benches. In the un- 
wonted style thus proclaimed there was a fine old Plantagenet 
flavour that pleased the palate of the representatives of an 
ancient people. 

Boom! Boom! The sullen roar reverberates through West- 
minster Hall. It is the long drawn-out plaint of the minute 
gun, that takes an hour and twenty-two minutes to spell out 
the message The QUEEN is dead. 

Business done.—Members take oath of allegiance to new 
KING. 

Thursday.—My right honourable friend the Member for Sark 
who, with the rest of the Privy Councillors, was at St. James's 
Palace yesterday, tells me the KING, in trying circumstances, 
bore himself with dignity, grace, and, at times, a tenderness 
that touched all hearts. His reference to his ‘* beloved Mother, 
the QUEEN "’ (he did not speak of her as ‘‘ the late QUEEN’’) 


was uttered in a broken voice. 





When he came to pledge him- 
| self to follow in her footsteps as a Constitutional Sovereign, as 
| long as there is breath in his body to work for the good ‘of his 
| people, he braced himself up and spoke in clear emphatic notes. 


Business done.—More swearing-in. 


| Friday.—¥ind ourselves in odd plight. By Statute incorpo- 
rated in Parliamentary Reform scheme of 1867, old state of things 
| whereby Parliament was straightway dissolved on demise of 
| Crown abolished. Consequent avoidance of deplorable incon- 
venience of General Election, following close on that which in 


’ 


October celebrated ‘‘ the close of the war.’’ In the quaint 
way in which Bills are drafted, this 30 and 31 Vie. orders by 
{special section that the act is not to apply to Scotland or 


| Ireland. 


Logical consequence is, that whilst we English and 
Welsh members go on as if nothing happened at Osborne on 
| Tuesday night, there must needs be a General Election for 


Ireland and Scotland. 


| 
, 


| ** We muddle through a war somehow,’’ as Lord RosEBERY 
| hopefully says. 


| business not yet settled. Irish members, at present couchant 


How we are going to muddle through this 


in their castled homes, may be counted upon to have something 
They 
put to the trouble 


to say on the matter when they turn up next month. 


| will, at least, insist that Seotch members be 


and expense of another election. 


| Business done. — Addresses to the KING conveying condo- 


\Jence and congratulation voted in both Houses. Adjourn till 
| 


l4th of February. 
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LN A a me a ee i te 


THE QOUEEN’S YEAR! (897. 


. , % di : 
i ve en’s birthday 
ixti iversary of : rable reign. On this the eve of the Queen’s b 
“ Eighteen hundred and ninety-seven is the Queen’s year, + nt a pee pgs am that strenuous efforts, in which the — 
ato . e - . - 4 2 - aw ¢ ‘J > cramme 5 2 a n a * : i f eae on eart " 
re yet re ve o which great events may be hen dg : vegas, om saan camped aaa 
nae erdpepo — < a ia he meetin aa That hope suffered sudden extinction, and the Jubilee ye ar entan pr * dd > Ben full 
has taken an anxious part, Enel ay having done her best for peace’ sake, stands apart from the tray. The nation united tn prep: 5 
and goodwill among men. Engla Ferre Douay at Vile ela.” 
honour to the day that shall sce the sixtieth annive \ 
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